
Eno River Corridor
D.4. Lower EnoILittle River Bottomlands

general, continuedmanagement ofthis area as Game1ands by the NC Wddlife Resources
Commission should allow this area to becomeone ofthe most important core refuge areas in the
region, particularly given its connections to other sections oftileButner-FallsoftileNeuse
Gamelands, the Little River and Flat River Corridors, and (at least partially) to the Eno River
State Park and other natural areas upstream.

DESCRIPTION OF THE FAUNA:

SeveraltypicalPiedmont speciesassociatedwith large tracts offorest, particularly
bottomlands, were recorded in this tract, including red-shouldered hawks (Buteo lineatus), barred
owls (Strix varia), hairywoodpeckers (Picoides villosus) and pileatedwoodpecker (Dryocopus
pileatus). The presenceofground-nesting birds, such as woodcock (Scolopax minor) and
Louisianawaterthrush (SeiUTUS motacil/a), is also indicative ofthe lack ofhumandisturbance, as
is the occurrence oflarge snakes like the black racer (Coluher constrictor). Stillother forest
interior species, including a numberofneotropical migrants, are likely to be recorded ifa survey is
conducted during the summernestingperiod (the one sampletrip to this site was made in early
spring).

Severallarge beaver impoundments were encounteredduring the survey, which support
populationsof (Lutra canadensis), wood ducks (Aix sponsa) and eastern newts (Notopthalamus
viridescens), all ofwhichbenefitfrom the creation ofpermanent, lentichabi~. In other areas,
smallerand more isolated floodplain pooIa w«e found that provide nestinghabitat for spotted
salamanders (A.bysloMa 1IIQCUlDtvm) and probably1eVera1 other speciesthat..fish-free pools
for breeding. Generally, the tloodpIaiB aIooa this reach oftile Eno appears to be wide enough for
a variety ofdifferent wetland and bottomlandcommunities to coexist.

The aquatic habitat withinthe Eno itse1( however, is a far cry from the nationally
significant reach located upstream. Sand bars and silt are prominentfeatures in this reach,
indicating the existenceofsigAificant non-pointsources ofpollutionupstream. Onlya few dead
mussel shells (Elliptio sp.) were seen during the site visit and even the disturbance-tolerant Asiatic
clam(Corbicu/ajluminea) appears to be rare in this section ofthe river.

A fairly diversefish community once existedin this reach, including populationsofthe
Carolinamadtom (Noturusjuriosus), state listedu Special Concern, as well as the dollar sunfish
(Lepomis marginatus) and longnosegar (Lepisosteus osseus), both primarily coastal species and
rare withinthe Piedmont. Almostall the records date from before the closure ofthe FallsLake
Dam, however,whichundoubtedlyhad a major impact on the entire fauna ofaquatic organisms
inhabiting the upper Neuse River Basin.

DESCRIPTION OF THE FLORA:

The bluffsand slopes along the south bank ofthe Eno River at Willie Duke'. BlulT, E.6,
harbor an UIUlsual concentrationofrare and spectacu1ar plant species and the mature hardwood
forest habitat. The alluvial and mesic fOl'elt communitieIace cbaracterized by manymassive
swampchestnut oaks (Quet.-:us .ichalai,) and DOrthem shagbark hickories(Carya ovata). The
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